
From MHCA Grassroots Manual and Maine People’s Resource Center, A Citizen’s Guide to 

the Maine Legislature: 

 

Testifying at a State Legislative Hearing 
 

Your elected state legislators want to know your opinion on legislation before they take a vote on 

the issue. Speaking at a public hearing is an effective way to let your opinion be known, rather 

than just writing a letter or sending an email. The purpose of a public hearing is to receive 

testimony and hear opinions from members of the public. The following explains how you can 

participate in the Legislature’s public hearing process: 

 

Information on Public Hearings: 

Information on public hearings on legislation can be found online at  

http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/phwkSched.html?snum=126&PID=1456  

You may also call the Legislative Information Office at 287- 1692 to find out hearing times or 

the status of any bill. It is a good idea to reference the Legislative Document number (LD) and 

title when you need information about a bill. MHCA will always inform you of important 

hearings and opportunities to testify. 

 

Preparing Testimony: 

Legislators are very interested in knowing all of the effects a proposed piece of legislation may 

have, so it is important that you are clear and concise. In fact, most people provide written 

testimony. Written testimony also ensures that committee members who are not present have the 

opportunity to read what was said during the public hearing. If you do provide written testimony, 

please bring at least 30 copies. MHCA will provide you with proper formatting information and 

make copies if you are unable to do so. 

 

When You Arrive: 

Most committee hearings are held in the State House or in the State Office Building which are 

next to each other. The committee hearing times and locations are posted on the third floor of 

the State House and on the ground floor of the State Office Building.  You can find copies of 

bills and amendments online at  

http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/default_ps.asp?snum=126&PID=1456  

Copies are also available for pick up in the Document Room, which is located on the first floor 

in the State House. (Be sure to have an LD number for bills and an amendment filing number for 

amendments.) 

 

Public Hearing Procedures: 

 

Speaking Order: 

At the beginning of each hearing the presiding committee chair will call the public hearing to 

order and announce the bill to be heard. The sponsor of the bill will formally introduce the bill, 

and after the sponsor has spoken, the presiding chair will ask if any other sponsors wish to 

testify. 

 

Once all sponsors have had the opportunity to speak, the presiding chair will then invite 
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members of the public to speak. Generally, the speakers are divided into three categories: those 

favoring the bill, those against the bill, and those neither for nor against the bill. Some 

committees ask members of the public to rise or raise their hand if they wish to testify before the 

committee. 

 

NOTE: The committee may be hearing a number of bills during a public hearing. It is always 

likely to take more time than you planned. It is a good idea to plan for a half or full day. If you 

have to leave before a hearing is over, MHCA can deliver your testimony orally or submit it into 

the written record on your behalf. 

 

Your Turn at the Podium: 

When you are invited to testify, stand at the podium to speak and sign your name on the sign-up 

sheet at the podium. You should begin by addressing both the Senate and House Chairs by 

name. (For example, “Senator Smith, Representative Jones and members of the committee.”) 

Introduce yourself and who you represent, indicate whether you support the bill, oppose it or are 

offering suggestions to improve it, and then explain your reasoning. If other speakers have 

already made your point, let the committee know that you agree with the previous remarks of 

other speakers, but please try to avoid repeating the testimony of previous speakers. When you 

finish, please remain at the podium for a moment, in case committee members want to ask you 

questions. 

 

Comings & Goings: 

Many hearings last throughout the day, and most Legislators are members of more than one 

committee. Legislators may need to leave and re-enter the room if they are scheduled to be at 

another public hearing or work session in another committee. However, they will receive any 

written information, which is a good reason why you should provide written testimony. 

 

Decorum in Committee Proceedings: 

The public hearing process is an important part of the lawmaking process. Please give your 

courteous attention to other speakers, regardless of their views. Don’t applaud or indicate 

pleasure or displeasure with anyone’s remarks. Only members of the committee may ask 

questions of the persons who testify. 

 

Work Sessions: 

Work sessions are used by the committee to discuss the merits of a bill and to decide whether to 

recommend its approval. Any further public participation is left up to the discretion of the 

presiding committee chair. MHCA will notify members of work sessions as appropriate. 

 

Any questions regarding this process may be directed to Nadine Grosso, MHCA Vice President 

and Director of Communications, ngrosso@mehca.org or 623-1146. 
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